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1. DATA BASE No. 02164
NAME East Perth Cemeteries (1831)
FORMER NAMES East Perth Cemetery, East Perth Cemetery & St Bartholomew’s Church
3. LOCATION Cnr Plain and Bronte Streets, 2 Bronte Street and 200
Wickham Street, East Perth
4. DESCRIPTION OF PLACE INCLUDED IN THIS ENTRY
Lot 767 on Deposited Plan 163183 being Reserve 34768 and the whole of the land
contained in Crown Land Title Volume 3062 Folio 575
Lot 1091 on Deposited Plan 193327 being Reserve 21054 and the whole of the
land contained in Crown Land Title Volume 3109 Folio 919
Lot 1093 on Diagram 90897 being Reserve 45144 and the whole of the land
contained in Crown Land Title Volume 3069 Folio 111
Lot 1090 on Deposited Plan 193327 being Reserve 25631 and the whole of the
land contained in Crown Land Title Volume 3109 Folio 918
5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA City of Perth
6 OWNER AT REGISTRATION
State of Western Australia (Responsible Agency: Department of Planning, Lands
and Heritage)
Asto Lots 767, 1091 and 1093 Management Order to the National Trust of Australia
(WA)
As to Lot 1090 Management Order to the City of Perth
7. HERITAGE LISTINGS
» Register of Heritage Places: Interim 06/03/1992
* National Trust Classification: Classified 06/08/1973
* Town Planning Scheme: Yes 20/12/1992
* Municipal Inventory: Adopted (Cat. 1) 13/03/2001
* Register of the National Estate: Permanent 21/03/1978
» Aboriginal Sites Register ~ cemeeemeemeeeeee
8. ORDERS UNDER SECTION OF THE ACT
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10. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

East Perth Cemeteries, a group of colonial cemeteries divided into denominational
sections, a brick and shingle church in the Victorian Gothic style (1871; 1976), a

the place is rare as a group of intact colonial cemeteries located within the
central business district of an Australian capital city;

the place has important associations with early colonial settlers from the
1830s to the 1890s, including government administrators, well-known
families, religious leaders and other prominent people involved in the
development of colonial Perth;

the place contains a wide range of memorials, which reflect the traditions,
and trends of different religious denominations until the late nineteenth
century, including particularly fine examples that demonstrate the skill,
artistry and craftsmanship of their time;

family size, religious affiliation, ethnicity, and genealogy;

St Bartholomew’'s Church is the only example of a mortuary chapel
constructed in Western Australia, which was later converted for use as a
parish church;

the place contributes to the community’s sense of place as a tangible
reminder of the contribution of early settlers to the development of Perth;
and,

landscape setting offers an experience of isolation and tranquillity that is
unigue in an area now surrounded by urban development.

Areas, elements and features of little significance include; the cyclone mesh
fencing, pillars and gates; Golden Pencil Pines (planted ¢.1999), and the polished
timber chair and prayer desk (both originally from St Georges’ Cathedral). The
‘entry feature’ park on Reserve 25631 is considered intrusive. New plaques
including those associated with graves and other non-cemetery memorials, while
still part of the practise of memorialisation are of little significance as they are from
a much later time period.
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11. ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Cultural heritage significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual
value for individuals or groups within Western Australia.

In determining cultural heritage significance, the Heritage Council has had regard
to the factors in the Heritage Act 2018 and the indicators adopted on 14 June 2019.

PRINCIPAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME(S)

e 41 Planning urban settlement

+ 8.6.3 Maintaining religious traditions and ceremonies
« 864 Making places of worship

e 97 Dying

e 072 Mourning the dead

e 073 Remembering the dead

HERITAGE COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA THEME(S)

e 107 Settlements
* 406 Religion
« 602 Early settlers
11(a) Importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Western

Australia’s history

East Perth Cemeteries has important associations with early colonial settlers from
the 1830s to the 1890s, including government administrators, well-known families,
religious leaders and other prominent people involved in the development of
colonial Perth and the State.

East Perth Cemeteries is the oldest cemetery in Western Australia not associated
with a church and its location on the outskirts of what was then the edge of town,
reflect the changes in land use for burial grounds.
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11(b)

11(c)

11(d)

11(e)

East Perth Cemeteries as an inter-denominational cemetery demonstrates the
changing face of the colony of Perth from a predominantly English settlement to
include people from a variety of religious and ethnic backgrounds.

Importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects
of Western Australia’s heritage

East Perth Cemeteries is rare as a group of intact colonial cemeteries located within
the central business district of an Australian capital city.

East Perth Cemeteries is the oldest cemetery in Western Australia not associated
with a church.

The dry, ‘rural style’ landscape setting of East Perth Cemeteries with its absence
of manicured planting, exhibits rare landscape qualities for a public space within
the City of Perth.

St Bartholomew’s Church is the only example of a mortuary chapel constructed in
Western Australia, which was later converted for use as a parish church.

Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding
of Western Australia’s history;

expectancy, family size, religious affiliation, ethnicity, and genealogy, as well as
the craftsmanship of the time.

Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class
of places;

St Bartholomew's Church is a good representative example of a small church in
the Victorian Gothic style.

East Perth Cemeteries is representative of a burial ground located on the outskirts
of what was then the edge of town that does not have the traditional association of
church and graveyard.

The dry, ‘rural style’ landscape setting of East Perth Cemeteries with its absence
of manicured plantings is representative of the harsher landscape of the colonial
era, as opposed to the verdant manicured cemeteries common today.

The layout of East Perth Cemeteries in a grid format is representative of nineteenth
century cemetery design, and the headstones and grave surrounds are
representative of the design styles used during that period.

Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or
community because of social, cultural or spiritual associations;
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11(f)?

11(9)

11(h)

12.

12.1

East Perth Cemeteries is highly valued by both individuals and community groups
as a source of important genealogical information.

East Perth Cemeteries is highly valued by the community as demonstrated by its
inclusion on the City of Perth Municipal Inventory and the Register of the National
Estate, and its classification by the National Trust. It has been recognised as
significant since the 1970s.

East Perth Cemeteries contributes to the community’s sense of place as a tangible
reminder of the social history of Perth. The variety of monuments at the place are
reminders of people’s lives, and of their contribution to the development of Perth
and the State.

Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics
valued by any group or community;

East Perth Cemeteries contains a wide range of memorials, which reflect the
traditions, and trends of different religious denominations until the late nineteenth
century, including particularly fine examples that demonstrate the skill, artistry and
craftsmanship of their time.

East Perth Cemeteries has landmark quality on a hill top site, and its simple
landscape setting offers an experience of isolation and tranquillity in an area now
surrounded by urban development.

Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person,
group or organisation of importance in Western Australia’s history;

East Perth Cemeteries is associated with a number of people who were involved
with the administration and development of the Colony of Perth, including:
Governor Lt. Andrew Clark, Colonial Secretary Peter Broun, Attorney General
George Stone, and Bishop Parry.

Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement;

East Perth Cemeteries demonstrates changes in cemetery layout and headstone
design as well as changes in burial practices from the 1830s to the 1890s.

DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE

CONDITION

East Perth Cemeteries is generally in good condition, having been well maintained
since the 1990s. Several of the memorials have undergone repairs, however, some

For consistency, all references to architectural style are taken from Apperly, R., Irving, R., Reynolds, P. A
Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. Styles and Terms from 1788 to the Present, Angus

and Robertson, North Ryde, 1989.

For consistency, all references to garden and landscape types and styles are taken from Ramsay, J. Parks,
Gardens and Special Trees: A Classification and Assessment Method for the Register of the National Estate,
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1991, with additional reference to Richards, O.
Theoretical Framework for Designed Landscapes in WA, unpublished report, 1997.

Register of Heritage Places East Perth Cemeteries 5
Place Assessed January 2005



of the headstones and grave surrounds are in poor condition and are in need of
repair. St Bartholomew’s Church has been well maintained since 1976 and is in
good condition.

Some of the plantings are in poor condition due to their age and/or disease.

12. 2 INTEGRITY
This section explains the extent to which the fabric is in its original state.

East Perth Cemeteries has a high degree of integrity, as although new burials are
not permitted, the original intention of the place as a cemetery remains evident.
Despite the additions of new paths and plantings in 1954, the Cemeteries contain
many original plantings that with the unirrigated rough-mown grass form a
landscape similar to that, which existed during the colonial period.

St Bartholomew's Church maintains a high degree of integrity, as although the
place is no longer used as a local parish church, it continues to be used for
weddings, baptisms and commemorative services.

12. 3 AUTHENTICITY

This section explains the extent to which the original intention is evident, and the
compatibility of current use.

East Perth Cemeteries has retained a high degree of authenticity. The original
layout of the Cemeteries has remained intact, although fences that once defined
the various denominational sections are no longer extant. Although several
memorials have undergone repairs, any original fabric has not been replaced, and
the addition of a few new memorials in recent times has not diminished the
authenticity of the place. The landscape setting of the place has a moderate degree
of authenticity due to changes in landscape features in recent times, such as new
plantings remain and the rough mown grass is characteristic of the East Perth
Cemeteries in the nineteenth century.

The additions in 1900 to St Bartholomew’s Church have not altered the original
fabric of the 1871 building, and although the shingles on the roof were replaced in
1975, and the interior finishes are not original, the place retains a high degree of
authenticity. The Belfry has low authenticity due the replacement of the original bell
in 1979, and the reconstruction of the Belfry in 1994.
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13.  SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

13.1 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

East Perth Cemeteries includes a group of colonial cemeteries divided into
denominational sections, a brick and shingle church in the Victorian Gothic style

2 Loudon, J. C. Gardener's Magazine 1843, vol. 19, p. 101, quoted in Lasdun, Susan The English Park: Royal,
Private, Public (Andre Deutsch, London, 1991) pp. 185-186.
3 East Perth Cemeteries Burial Register Online (electronic resource), Colonial Secretary’s Records, 26 November

1829 and also 24 December 1829 as cited in as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P. ‘Conservation
Plan- East Perth Cemeteries, January 2005, commissioned by the National Trust WA, p. 11

4 Oldham, R. ‘The Old East Perth Cemetery, 1829-1988', in Early Days Vol. 9 Pt 6, 1988, p. 89 as cited in Bush,
F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P.,, p. 11
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5 Nelson, R. ‘East Perth Cemetery Burial Register Online, Government Gazette, 26 April 1842 as cited in Bush,
F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 11

6 ‘Cemeteries’. Act |, Victoria No. |, 15 June 1838 retrieved from www.legislation.wa.gov.au

7 Richards, O. ‘East Perth Cemetery Conservation Study’, prepared for the East Perth Project, 1991, p. 7 as cited
in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 15

8 Collins, A. ‘St Bartholomew’s Church’, unpublished report, October 1994, p.1 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat,
R., and Palmer, P., p. 15

9 Seddon, G. & Ravine, D. ‘A City and its Setting’, Fremantle Arts Centre Press, Fremantle, p 264 as cited in

Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P. ‘Conservation Plan- East Perth Cemeteries, January 2005,
commissioned by the National Trust WA, p. 16

10 The West Australian, 16 August 1884, p. 2 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P. ‘Conservation
Plan- East Perth Cemeteries, January 2005, commissioned by the National Trust WA, p. 15

11 Richards, O., p. 6 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 15
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12 Collins, A., p.1 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 15

13 State Gardens Board, East Perth Cemetery, General File No 431/42, p. 78 (BL 1068) as cited in Bush, F.,
Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 40

14 Collins, A., p.1 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P, p. 12

15 Oldham, R. ‘, pp. 91-92 as cited in as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 16

16 ‘Stories and People, Unmarked Graves’, transcript from Royal Western Australian Historical Society’s Annual

Pioneer Memorial Service, 28 May 2006, https://www.eastperthcemeteries.com.au/explore/stories-and-
people/93-unmarked-graves.html

17 Collins, A. *, p.4 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 17

18 Perth Diocesan Trustees Reports 1900-1905 in Online Burial Register as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and
Palmer, P., p. 17
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19 Collins, A. *, p.4 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 17

20 ‘Fire in a Cemetery’, Kalgoorlie Miner, 20 November 1920, p. 5. Retrieved from www.trove.nla.gov.au

21 Richardson, J. and Davies, D., East Perth Cemetery: Resting Place of Western Australian Pioneers, May 1986,
vol.1, p.10 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 18

22 Collins, A., pp. 6-7 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 17

23 Collins, pp. 7-8 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 21

24 Online Burial Register in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P, p. 21
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13. 2 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
The physical evidence for this place is based on ‘Conservation Plan: East Perth
Cemeteries’, prepared by Fiona Bush, Philip Palmer & Ronald Bodycoat for the
National Trust of Australia (WA)_in_January 2005, with amendments_and/or
additions by officers and the Register Committee.

_____________ East Perth Cemeteries includes a group of colonial cemeteries divided into
denominational sections, a brick and shingle church in the Victorian Gothic style

25 The West Australian, 29 July, 18 November, and 13 December 1976 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and
Palmer, P., p. 23

26 Richardson, J. and Davies, D., East Perth Cemetery: Resting Place of Western Australian Pioneers, May 1986,
vol.1, p.1 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 28

27 Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 26

28 Online Burial Register. Information supplied by Ronald Bodycoat, October 2004 as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat,
R., and Palmer, P., p. 26

29 Information from National Trust files as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P, p. 28

30 Information obtained from National Trust files as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and Palmer, P., p. 17

31 Information obtained from National Trust files and Ronald Bodycoat as cited in Bush, F., Bodycoat, R., and
Palmer, P., p. 29
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13.3 COMPARATIVE INFORMATION
Cemeteries
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13.4 KEY REFERENCES

‘Conservation Plan: East Perth Cemeteries’, prepared by Fiona Bush, Philip
Palmer & Ronald Bodycoat for the National Trust of Australia (WA) in January
2005.

13.5 FURTHER RESEARCH
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