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DATA BASE No. 2325

NAME Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham (c1857; ¢1900; 1912;
2017)
OTHER NAMES Rockingham Arms/Rockingham Arms Hotel (c.1857-c.1890),

Chesterfield Inn/Chesterfield Hotel (c.1900-1912), Chesterfield House
(1979-1992)

LOCATION Lot 149 Chesterfield Road, East Rockingham

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE INCLUDED IN THIS ENTRY

1. Portion of Lot 149 on Deposited Plan 68599 being part of the land contained in
Certificate of Title Volume 2983 Folio 180; and,

2. Portion of Chesterfield Road
together as defined in HCWA Curtilage Map P2325-1.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA City of Rockingham

CURRENT OWNER
1. Western Australian Land Authority (Development WA)

2. City of Rockingham
HERITAGE LISTINGS

» Register of Heritage Places: Interim 27/07/2003
* National Trust Classification: Classified 11/10/1999
+ Town Planning Scheme: o
* Municipal Inventory: Adopted 22/12/1998
* Register of the National Estate: ~  eeee
» Aboriginal Sites Register Registered 03/04/2012

ORDERS UNDER SECTION OF THE ACT
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10.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham, a substantial single storey Cottage (c.1890;
1912; 2017), built of rubble ‘vuggy limestone and brick masonry with a

Anne style, and archaeological deposits (c.1857-), has cultural heritage

its restrained detailing, comfortable proportions, and the symmetrical
arrangement of its fenestration.

The black stainless steel fence surrounding the Cottage is considered intrusive.
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11. ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Cultural heritage significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual
value for individuals or groups within Western Australia.
In determining cultural heritage significance, the Heritage Council has had regard
to the factors in the Heritage Act 2018 and the indicators adopted on 14 June 2019.
PRINCIPAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME(S)
« 3.71 Establishing postal services
e 3.22 Lodging people
+ 3.23 Catering for Tourists
« 411 Selecting township sites
- 84 Eating and drinking
HERITAGE COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA THEME(S)
« 107 Settlements
« 301 Grazing, pastoralism and dairying
« 311 Hospitality industry and tourism
+ 602 Early settlers
11(a) Importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Western
Australia’s history
Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham marks the location of one of the earliest
stopping places for travellers on the road between Fremantle and Mandurah.
Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham has_a_continued history that reflects the
development of this part of the State from initial settlement.
11(b) Importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of
Western Australia’s heritage
Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham serves as_a_reminder of the practice of
travelling to areas, either for work or leisure that are now considered metropolitan
but were once regional.
Register of Heritage Places Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham 3

Place Assessed October 2001



11(c)

11(d)

11(e)

11(F)"

11(9)

Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of
Western Australia’s history;

Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham, having a long history of European occupation
and containing substantial evidence of material culture including potentially both
building fabric and archaeological material, has value as a site for research into the
cultural history of Western Australia.

Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham has some interest from a cultural-geological
point of view. The stone employed the construction of parts of this building is a
vuggy lacustrine limestone which, apart from in the Cockburn Sound region, has

Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of
places;

Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community
because of social, cultural or spiritual associations;

Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham is among several sites in East Rockingham
which provide the district with a sense of history and permanence. The importance
of these places is heightened by the impending development which is likely to
substantially alter the character of the district.

Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by
any group or community;

and the symmetrical arrangement of its fenestration.

Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group
or organisation of importance in Western Australia’s history;

For consistency, all references to architectural style are taken from Apperly, R., Irving, R., Reynolds, P. A
Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. Styles and Terms from 1788 to the Present, Angus
and Robertson, North Ryde, 1989.

For consistency, all references to garden and landscape types and styles are taken from Ramsay, J. Parks,
Gardens and Special Trees: A Classification and Assessment Method for the Register of the National Estate,
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1991, with additional reference to Richards, O.

Theoretical Framework for Designed Landscapes in WA, unpublished report, 1997.
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Chesterfield Inn (fmr), Rockingham has considerable importance for its association
with pioneering families, including the Bells, Herberts, Hymus, Chesters and
Wards.

12. DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE

12.1 CONDITION

12.2 INTEGRITY

This section explains the extent to which the fabric is in its original state.

12. 3 AUTHENTICITY

This section explains the extent to which the original intention is evident, and the
compatibility of current use.
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13. SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

13.1 DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

....................................................................................................................................
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6

7

8

9 Survey of M. MacDermott’'s 1842, 2 blocks 160 each situated eastward from Rockingham, Sheet 4, State
Records of Western Australia, Cons 3869 item 132.

10 To be let, Inquirer, 3 May 1843, p. 6

11 Sale of real property, Perth Gazette and Independent Journal, 17 September 1852, p. 2

12 For Sale at Rockingham, Inquirer and Commercial News, 31 October 1866, p. 2

13 Cockburn Sound Locations in the vincinity of Rockingham as surveyed by Robert Austin 1842-53, State
Records Office WA, Cons 3869 Item 021

14 R. Austin Field Book 3, State Records Office WA, Cons 3401 ltem AUS/03

15 Cockburn Sound Locations in the vincinity of Rockingham as surveyed by Robert Austin 1842-53, State
Records Office WA, Cons 3869 Item 021

16 Kevin Palassis_Architects, 1999 op cit., p. 13._ Several accounts_of the early buildings_in Rockingham
indicate that these buildings were of wattle and daub construction, however there is_some debate as to
whether clay was present for use by early settlers in the region. (Fiona Bush, personal communication, 24
February 2017)
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7 Heritage Council of Western Australia, Register. of Heritage Places Assessment Documentation, P2327
Mead Homestead (1999), pp.6-7; KTA Partnership, op cit., p. 5.

18 P24537. Limestone. Quarry, Rockingham,_ located. within P3841. East. Rockingham_ Heritage. Precinct
(HCWA Assessment Program); Taggart, N, 1984, Rockingham Looks Back: A history of the Rockingham
District 1829-1982, Rockingham District Historical Sogiety Inc, East Fremantle, p. 95.

19 Study of Conservation Options for. Thorpe, Thomas and Bell Cottages, Palassis Architects (1997), cited.in
State Register of Heritage Places Assessment Documentation for P2327 Mead Homestead (1999), p.7.

20 P16042 East Rockingham School Site. Originally constructed of limestone blocks, the hall was destroyed
by fire.in 1966. A commemorative plaque marks the site, which is located within P3841 East Rockingham
Heritage Precinct (HCWA Assessment Program).

21 Kevin Palassis Architects, 1999 op cit., p..13.

22 Palassis Architects, 2008, Town_of Kwinana_ Historical .Thematic Framework & Municipal Heritage
Inventory, ... . Town_____of __Kwinana, ... Accessed  ___http://[www.kwinana.wa.gov.au/Documents/Your-
Property/Planning/2008-Municipal-Heritage-Inventory.aspx, p. 12; Taggart, op cit., p. 54.

23 P3841 East Rockingham Heritage Precinct — Preliminary Review, p. 7.

24 P16042 East Rockingham School Site. Originally constructed of limestone blocks, the hall was destroyed
by fire.in 1966. A commemorative plaque marks the site, which is located within P384.1 East Rockingham
Heritage Precinct (HCWA Assessment Program).

25 Palassis Architects, 1999 op cit., p. 13.

26 Palassis _Architects, 2008, Town_of Kwinana. Historical .Thematic Framework & Municipal Heritage
Inventory, ... . Town____.of __Kwinana, ... Accessed  ___http://[www.kwinana.wa.gov.au/Documents/Your-
Property/Planning/2008-Municipal-Heritage-Inventory.aspx, p. 12; Taggart, op cit., p. 54.

27 P3841 East Rockingham. Heritage Precinct — Preliminary Review, p. 7.
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28 'The Memories of Mrs Phoebe Christie' Royal WA Historical Society Journal, Vol.lV, Part2, 1950,p.74 in
‘Chesterfield Inn Conservation Plan’ prepared by Palassis Architects for Landcorp, 2010, p. 13

29 Nicholls, Mary (ed.) Traveller under Concern: The Quaker Journals of Frederick Mackie on his tour of
Australasian Colonies 1852-1855, University of Tasmania, Hobart, 1973, p.267. The diary entry is dated
February 20, 1855. Mackie notes the distance of the Bush Inn from Fremantle was about 14 miles in Palassis
Architects, op. cit., p. 14

30 Palassis Architects op. cit., p. 14

31 The survey map is dated 1843-53, however, the depiction of Herbert's 10-acre allotment was not surveyed until
30 August 1857. ‘Cockburn Sound Locations in the vincinity of Rockingham, A survey by Gregory and Austin’,
1843-52, State Records Office of Western Australia, Cons 3869 Iltem 021.

32 ‘James A. Herbert: Aerated Water Manufacturer’, in The Little Bottler, Vol.12, No.1., p.7 in Palassis Architects,
op. cit.,, p.15

33 Draper, Rockingham: The Visions Unfold, City of Rockingham, 1997, p.66 in Palassis Architects op. cit., p.15

34 Durant, W., ‘The Inn’, unpublished history, 1996, p.10 in Palassis Architects, op. cit., p.15
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35 ‘The Wines Beer and Spirits Sales Act, 1872, 13 August 1874, The Herald, p. 2

36 ‘“To be sold or let with immediate possession’ The Inquirer and Commercial News, 25 February 1874, p. 1; ‘The
Wines Beer and Spirits Sale Act, 1872, Application for a Wayside House License, The Herald, 13 August 1874,
p. 2

37 The Forrests were not married until 1876 according to the Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages.

38 Taggart, N., Rockingham Looks Back’, Rockingham District Historical Society (Inc), 1984, p. 77 in Palassis
Architects, op. cit., p. 15

39 Survey of Rockingham Townsite, 1873, John Forrest, State Records Office WA, Cons 3868 ltem 372

40 Auctions, The Inquirer and Commercial News, 26 July 1876, p. 3

41 Notice to intending purchasers of the estate of the late James Herbert’ The Herald, 19 August 1876, p. 2

42 The estate of the late James Herbert, Inquirer and Commercial News, 9 August 1876, p. 2

43 Certificate of Title, Vol.ll, Fol.205, dated 27/?/1877 in Palassis Architects, op. cit., p. 16
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44 Publicans Wayside House Licence, The Herald, 11 May 1878, p. 3

45 Durant, op. cit., p. 8 as cited in Palassis Architects op. cit., p.28

46 Wines, Beers and Spirits Sale Act, Inquirer and Commercial News, 11 August 1886, p. 5
47 Fremantle District Roadsboard, Tenders, The Herald, 20 September 1884, p. 3

48 Certificate of Title Volume 2 Folio 205, retrieved from Landgate

49 ‘Application for a wayside house licence’, The Daily News, 25 May 1910, p. 1

50 Certificate of Title Volume 2 Folio 205, retrieved from Landgate

51 Licensing Notices, The Daily News, 19 May 1904, p. 2

52 ‘Chesterfield Inn, Rockingham [picture], ca. 1890-1910, State Library of WA, 459B Vol. 40.
53 ‘Application for a Wayside House Licence’, The Daily News, 25 May 1910, p. 1
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54 ‘The fun of being Ernerst. Gallant ex-policeman Huxtable, of Perth sets aside a former marriage ceremony and
takes miss Hymus to Hymen'’s altar’ Truth, 3 August 1907, p. 5

95 ‘Hedger Huxtable, man who made a mock of marriage is now a certified as a citizen of good fame’ Truth, 28
May 2010, p. 11; ‘Murray licensing court, annual reviews, a new gallon licence granted, the question of
boundaries’ South Western Advertiser, 16 December 1911, p. 5

56 News and Notes, The West Australian, 30 January 1912, p. 6

57 ‘Licensing Court’, South West Advertiser, 16 March 1912, p. 5

58 Palassis Architects op. cit., p. 14
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59 ‘Licensing Notices’, The West Australian, 1 September 1913, p. 1

60 ‘Local and General’, South Western Advertiser, 12 September 1913, p. 4

61 ‘Rockingham Notes’, Fremantle Herald, 19 June 1914, p. 1

62 ‘News and Notes’, The West Australian, 17 June 1914, p.6

63 ‘By-Paths of Beach and Bush’, The West Australian, 11 May 1923, p. 9

64 Draper, Rockingham: The Visions Unfold, City of Rockingham, 1997, p.66 in Palassis Architects, op. cit., p. 17

65 ‘Western Mail’, 8 January 1915, p. 15; ‘ROCKINGHAM, WA, C. 1918. TENT LINES OF THE 10TH LIGHT
HORSE CAMP’, Australian War Memorial, Photographic Collection,
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C194905

66 Undated letter from Jan Robinson, a Ward descendant, to Wendy Durant in Palassis Architects, op. cit., p. 17

67 The West Australian, 28 March 1917, p. 4

68 Durant, op.cit., p.16 in Palassis Architects, op. cit., p. 17

69 Durant, op.cit., p.17 in Palassis Architects, op. cit., p. 18
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70 Russell, L, 1979, ‘Kwinana, third time lucky’, p. 41, produced for the Town of Kwinana; the original source of
the photograph is unable to be verified.

71 Durant, op.cit., p.17 in Palassis Architects, op. cit., p. 18

72 ‘Philip Ward Sent For Trial’, The Daily News, 19 January 1933, p. 1

73 ‘News and Notes’, The West Australian, 6 March 1933, p. 8

74

Churcher, F., conversation with lan Boersma, recorded in facsimile to Robyn Taylor dated 5/7/99 in Palassis
Architects, op. cit., p. 19

75 Letter from Nora Taggart to the Shire Clerk of Rockingham, dated 25/5/1976. National Trust files for
Rockingham. Durant, op.cit., p.18 in Palassis Architects, op. cit., p. 19
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13.2 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
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Interior

The core rooms have external walls of rubble limestone that are a consistent
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13.3
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e P17868 Peel Town Archaeological Sites (1830)
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comfortable proportions, and the symmetrical arrangement of its fenestration which
makes the front door the focus of the elevation.
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13.4

13.5

KEY REFERENCES
Palassis, K. 2010 ‘Chesterfield Inn Conservation Plan’ prepared by for Landcorp.

FURTHER RESEARCH

76
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