78

4’ REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES
DRAFT - Register Entry

HERITAGE
COUNCIL

OF WESTERN ALUSTRALIA

DATA BASE No.  P2999
NAME CBH Grain Silos (fmr), Bunbury ~ (1937; 2007)

LOCATION Casurina Drive/Holman Street, Bunbury

P 0 b=

DESCRIPTION OF PLACE INCLUDED IN THIS ENTRY

Lot 851 on Deposited Plan 29485 being the whole of the land comprised in
Certificate of Title Volume 2217 Folio 854 and the whole of Strata Plan 43451.

5. LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA City of Bunbury

6 CURRENT OWNER
The owners of Bunbury Silos Strata Plan 43451

7. HERITAGE LISTINGS

Register of Heritage Places: (Interim Entry)  25/11/1994
National Trust Classification: e
Town Planning Scheme: e
Municipal Inventory: e
Register of the National Estate: e
Aboriginal Sites Register e

8. ORDERS UNDER SECTION OF THE ACT

9. HERITAGE AGREEMENT

A Heritage Agreement was entered under Section 29 of the Heritage of Western
Australia Act 1990 on 1 July 2002 between the owner and the Heritage Council of
Western Australia.

10. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

heritage for the foIIowmg reasons:
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Western Australia;

the place is representative of Western Australia's bulk grain handling
facilities, which contribute to the efficient exportation of grain, and
continues to be an important facet in the State's economy;
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e y)’ REGISTER OF HERITAGE PLACES

DRAFT - Assessment Documentation

HERITAGE
COUNCIL

OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA

11. ASSESSMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE

Cultural heritage significance means aesthetic, historic, scientific, social or spiritual
value for individuals or groups within Western Australia.

In determining cultural heritage significance, the Heritage Council has had regard
to the factors in the Heritage Act 2018 and the indicators adopted on 14 June 2019.

PRINCIPAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME(S)

« 353 Developing agricultural industries
« 385 Moving goods and people on land
« 3.86 Building and maintaining railways
+ 45 Making settlements to serve rural Australia

HERITAGE COUNCIL OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA THEME(S)

« 107 Settlements
« 202 Rail & light rail transport
+ 302 Rural industry & market gardening

11(a) Importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Western
Australia’s history

11(b) Importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of
Western Australia’s heritage
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11(d) Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of
places;

11(f)! Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by
any group or community;

11(g) Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group
or organisation of importance in Western Australia’s history;

11(h) Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical
achievement;

12. DEGREE OF SIGNIFICANCE

12.1 CONDITION

1 For consistency, all references to architectural style are taken from Apperly, R., Irving, R., Reynolds, P. A
Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture. Styles and Terms from 1788 to the Present, Angus
and Robertson, North Ryde, 1989.
For consistency, all references to garden and landscape types and styles are taken from Ramsay, J. Parks,
Gardens and Special Trees: A Classification and Assessment Method for the Register of the National Estate,
Australian Government Publishing Service, Canberra, 1991, with additional reference to Richards, O.
Theoretical Framework for Designed Landscapes in WA, unpublished report, 1997.
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12. 2 INTEGRITY
This section explains the extent to which the fabric is in its original state.

12.3 AUTHENTICITY

This section explains the extent to which the original intention is evident, and the
compatibility of current use.
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13.

13.1

SUPPORTING EVIDENCE

The documentation for this place is based on G B Hill and Partners, Bunbury White
(Grain) Silos Assessment, South West Development Authority for the Heritage
Council of Western Australia, August 1994, with amendments and/or additions by
the Heritage Council and the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage.

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

Lilley, I, ‘Recent Research in Southwestern Western Australia: A summary of initial findings’, Australian
Archaeology, No 36, 1993, pp. 34-41; Gibbs, M, ‘An Aboriginal fish trap on the Swan Coastal Plain: the Barragup

mungah’, Records of the Western Australian Museum, 2011, vol 79, pp. 5-12; Koch et al. op cit., p. 26;
‘Bunbury’s History’, Bunbury Museum Heritage Centre, accessed 27 March 2020,

http://bunburymuseum.com.au/Pages/Bunburys-History.aspx; see assessment documentation P3402 Bunbury

Timber Jetty (RHP)

‘Bunbury’, The Perth Gazette and West Australian Times, 9 December 1864, p. 3; see Assessment

Documentation P3402 Bunbury Timber Jetty (RHP)

G B Hill and Partners, Heritage Council of Western Australia, Bunbury White (Grain) Silos Assessment, South
West Development Authority, 1994, p. 3; Bodycoat, R, CBH Silos, Bunbury, Conservation Plan, Kareelya

Property Group, 2002, pp. 8-9
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At the instigation of C. Y. O'Connor, Public Works Department Engineer- in-Chief
1891-1902, the construction of a 3,200 feet long breakwater from Casurina Point
was undertaken in 1898, together with the connection of the jetty to the rail system

1920, extensions and widening of the jetty and breakwater continued on an almost
continuous basis.8

10

1"

(Standard Gold Boom references, use Sunnyside and Hunt's Wells); also see assessment documentation
P25378 Railway Rock Catchment Dam Group, Yilgarn (RHP), P761 Balladonia Telegraph Station (fmr) (RHP),
P3602 Victoria Quay (RHP)

‘The Annual Dinner. Speech by the Premier’, Western Mail, 21 November 1891, p. 17; ‘The Premier at Bunbury.
Harbour Works and Water Supply’, Western Mail, 22 November 1895, p. 6; see assessment documentation
P3402 Bunbury Timber Jetty (RHP)

G B Hill and Partners, op cit., p. 3; Bodycoat, op cit., pp. 9-10

‘Bulk Handling of Wheat’, The Moora Herald and Midland Districts Advocate, 3 November 1916, p. 3; ‘Bulk
Handling of Wheat’, Great Southern Herald, 18 December 1918, p. 3; ‘Bulk Handling of Wheat’, The Daily News,
2 June 1923, p. 5; ‘Bulk Handling of Wheat’, Sunday Times, 18 December 1927, p. 7; Bodycoat, op cit., p. 11;
see also assessment documentation for P5934 CBH Bins, Pingelly (RHP), P3550 Co-operative Bulk Handling
Building (fmr), West Perth (RHP), P666 Wubin Wheatbin (RHP)

C W Angwin (Chair), The Bulk Handling of Wheat Royal Commission Report, Sir James Mitchell KCMG Lieut-
Governor Western Australia, 1935, pp. iv-vi; ‘Northern Wheat Growers. Mov to Reduce Production Costs’, The
West Australian, 13 November 1929, p. 21; ‘Geraldton Harbour Bulk Handling Facilities’, Geraldfon Guardian
and Express, 23 November 1929, p. 1; Wheat Cultivation. Production Costs Too High’, Great Southern Herald,
8 March 1930, p. 5

‘Bulk Handling. Scheme Outlined’, Western Mail, 6 August 1931, p. 46; Bodycoat, op cit., pp. 10-12; see also
assessment documentation for P5934 CBH Bins, Pingelly (RHP), P3550 Co-operative Bulk Handling Building
(fmr), West Perth (RHP), P666 Wubin Wheatbin (RHP)
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12

13

14
15

16
17

18

‘News From Wheat Centres’, Western Mail, 31 December 1931, p. 20; ‘Bulk Handling’, The West Australian,
12 August 1931, p. 12; see also assessment documentation for P5934 CBH Bins, Pingelly (RHP), P666 Wubin
Wheatbin (RHP)

‘Bulk Handling. Plans For Extension. New Company Formed’, Western Mail, 13 April 1933, p. 29; ‘Bulk
Handling’, The Perenjori Pioneer, 8 April 1933, p. 6; ‘Bulk Handling. The Project in This District’, Narambeen
Observer, 28 April 1933, p. 1; ‘Bulk Handling of Wheat. Proposal Before the Government’, The Daily News, 23
June 1933, p. 3; Bodycoat, op cit., pp. 8, 9, 12; see also assessment documentation for P5934 CBH Bins,
Pingelly (RHP), P3550 Co-operative Bulk Handling Building (fmr), West Perth (RHP), P666 Wubin Wheatbin
(RHP); Westfarmers was later re-branded “Wesfarmers.”

‘Bulk Handling. Wharf Equipment Inspected’, The West Australian, 8 December 1933, p. 22.

‘Bulk Handling. A Royal Commission’, The West Australian, 15 June 1934, p. 20; ‘Bulk Handling. Extension of
Facilities. The Question of Sites’, The West Australian, 15 June 1934, p. 20

C W Angwin op cit., p. xxv

‘Bulk Handling Act 1935, Original Acts as passed, Western Australian Legislation, Parliamentry Councel’s
Office website, accessed 20 Mach 2020,
https://www.legislation.wa.gov.au/legislation/prod/filestore.nsf/FileURL/mrdoc 12490.pdf/$FILE/Bulk%20Han
dling%20Act%201935%20-%20%5B00-00-00%5D.pdf?OpenElement

‘Bulk Handling at Fremantle’, The Daily News, 22 March 1935, p. 10; ‘Bulk Handling. Loading at Fremantle’,
The West Australian, 7 February 1935, p. 17; ‘Bulk Handling. West Australian System. Unique Engineering
Feat’, The West Australian, 13 December 1935, p. 31; ‘Wheat in Bulk’, Western Mail, 5 March 1936, p. 3;
Bizzaca, K, ‘The CBH silos, North Quay: weren’t they sexy enough?’, Fremantle Studies, vol 3, pp. 53-64,
reproduced on Fremantle Stuff website, accessed 3 April 2020, https://fremantlestuff.info/fhs/fs/3/Bizzaca.html
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The design and construction supervision of the silos was carried out by the
Harbours and Rivers Branch of the Public Works Department, the Engineer for
Harbour Rivers being Mr J. Stevenson Young. The machinery and elevators were
manufactured at the State Implement Works. The contract for the construction was
let to A. T. Brine and Sons, an experienced building contractor having carried out
contracts for the University of Western Australia and several other large buildings
in Perth. The tender was accepted on 17 May 1937, for completion of the contract
by 15 December 1937, the cost in the vicinity of £60,000. The Harbours and Rivers
Branch of the Public Works Department commenced driving 377 timber piles in the
early part of 1937, these being driven to the underlying basalt rock approximately
24 feet below the surface. The concrete silos were constructed by working on a
continuous 24-hour basis over a 20-day period. The silos were completed and the
machinery installed to enable the first trials to carried out by the 15 December 1937
completion date. The associated machinery included rail wagon unloading
facilities, conveyors, elevators, weighing and discharge equipment. The system
enabled both bulk discharge into rail wagons for loading onto shipping, and also
bagging facilities for export to countries not equipped with bulk handling facilities.24

19

20

21

22

23

24

C W Angwin op cit., pp. 7, 165, 208; ‘Bulk Handling Supported. Evidence of Mill Manager’, The Daily News, 26
March 1935, p. 5

‘Bulk Handling. Control of Terminals’, Geraldton Guardian and Express, 2 December 1937, p. 5; ‘Bulk Handling
Bother. Who Will Control Terminal Elevators?’, Sunday Times, 12 December 1937, p. 38; ‘Bulk Handling.
Country Party’s Attitude’, The West Australian, 24 May 1938, p. 9; Mr Johnson Tells Mr Lyons About Lost Bill’,
The Daily News, 10 January 1938, p. 3

‘Bulk Handling. The Bunbury Zone’, The West Australian, 30 January 1937, p. 6; ‘Wheatgrower’s Union’, The
West Australian, 13 February 1937, p. 15; ‘Bunbury Bulk Handling’, The West Australian, 31 March 1937, p.
15; ‘Bulk Handling. The Bunbury Zone. Government Charged with Delay’, The West Australian, 13 April 1937,
p. 10

‘Bulk Handling. Terminal at Bunbury. Erection by Government’, The West Australian, 17 April 1937, p. 18; ‘Bulk
Handling for Bunbury. Government Makes Anxiously Awaited Decision’, Sunday Times, 18 April 1937, p. 1;
‘Bulk Handling. The Bunbury Terminal’, The West Australian, 22 April 1937, p. 21

‘Facilities at Sidings. Work to be Proceeded With’, The West Australian, 22 April 1937, p. 21; ‘Lumpers Don’t
Want Bulk Handling’, The Daily News, 24 April 1937, p. 15

‘Speedier Handling of Wheat’, The West Australian, 8 July 1937, p. 18; ‘Bulk Handling Progress. Successful
Trials of Jetty Units’, South Western Times, 4 December 1937, p. 7; ‘Record Claimed for Erection of Bunbury
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and Minister for Lands Mr M. F. Troy. In the course of his remarks the Minister
commented that, 'There were features connected with the scheme which were
rather unique, arising from the fact that storage had to be provided about a mile
from the point of discharge into ships.'?5

In the years 1946 to 1957, an almost continuous works program was carried out at
Bunbury Harbour including dredging and breakwater work. In 1962, construction
of the land backed berth inside the breakwater commenced. The expansion of the
grain silo storage facilities by 18,000 tonnes was commenced in 1962, with the
construction of a further eight grain storage cells termed the 'grey' silos. In 1969,
construction of the inner harbour commenced providing facilities of the continued
export of bulk materials facilities, namely alumina and woodchips.28

timber berthing jetty dismantled in 1993.30

25

26

27

28

29

30

Wheat Silos’, The Daily News, 22 December 1937, p. 2; G B Hill and Partners, op cit., pp. 3-4; Bodycoat, op
cit., pp. 14-15

‘Silos Completed’, South Western Times, 21 December 1937, p. 2; ‘Bulk Handling. System Opened at Bunbury’,
Great Southern Herald, 5 January 1938, p. 2; ‘State’s First Terminal Wheat Silos’, Sunday Times, 9 January
1938, p. 19; ‘Bulk Handling. Official Opening of Silos’, South Western Times, 29 January 1938, p. 5; G B Hill
and Partners, op cit., pp. 3-4; Bodycoat, op cit., pp. 14-15;

‘Assisting the Wheatgrower’, Merredin Mercury and Central Districts Index, 12 October 1939, p. 3; ‘Australia’s
War Effort. Reorganisation of Economic Structure’, The West Australian, 18 January 1940, p. 10; Bodycoat, op
cit., p. 15

‘Bulk Handling Facilities. Company Control at Bunbury’, The West Australian, 9 September 1947, p. 7; ‘Bulk
Handling Terminal. Government Agreement With Company’, The West Australian, 7 November 1947, p. 20;
‘Bulk Wheat Terminals’, The West Australian, 28 October 1948, p. 9; ‘Dealings in State Bulk Wheat Facilities’,
The West Australian, 11 December 1948, p. 9; Bodycoat, op cit., p. 15

View over Bunbury toward wheat silos and Bunbury Harbour, ca 1962, Battye Library Historic Image Collection,
28118PD; Cumming, D, Garratt, D, McMarthy, M, Wolfe, A ‘Port Related Structures on the Coast of Western
Australia’, Report: Department of Maritime Archaeology, Western Australian Maritime Museum, no 8, WA
Museum, 1995, pp. 23-24; G B Hill and Partners, op cit., p. 4; Bodycoat, op cit., p. 15;

Pope, A, ‘European History and Historic Sites — Technical Report for the Bubury Harbour City Redevelopment’,
Unpublished report for the Waterways Commission on behalf of the South West Development Authority’, 1990,
pp.5-7; Bizzaca, op cit.; see assessment documentation P3602 Victoria Quay (RHP)

‘The Big Bang. Demolition Countdown’, South Western Times, 1 February 1992, p. 1, as reproduced on the
South Western Times website, accessed 3 April 2020, https://www.swtimes.com.au/news/south-west/february-
1992-in-the-south-west-ng-b881348977z; G B Hill and Partners, op cit., p. 4; Bodycoat, op cit., pp. 15-16
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In 1994 the remaining “White Silos” were slated for demolition, however after public
outcry the remaining silos were entered onto the State Register of Heritage Places
in November that year. After this point control of the area was handed to LandCorp,
who subdivided the land and sold the land as part of a private development in 1999.

13.2 PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

31 Bodycoat, op cit., p. 16; Historic Aerial Landgate imagery, accessed via InQuiry system 3 April 2020, years
2000, 2001, 2002.

32 ‘Boradwater Apartments, Bunbury’, Airey Taylor Consulting website, accessed 3 April 2020,
https://atconsulting.com.au/project/broadwater-apartments-bunbury/
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horizontal reinforcement. The construction method was innovative at the time which

33 Bunbury Silo Apartments Structural Report by Maitland Heritage Engineering, June 2016.
34 PSH Engineering, Bunbury Silo Apartments Strata 4351 Repair Works Assessment, Unpublished Report, 2019
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13.3 COMPARATIVE INFORMATION
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13.4 KEY REFERENCES

Bodycoat, R, CBH Silos, Bunbury, Conservation Plan, Kareelya Property Group,
2002

13.5 FURTHER RESEARCH
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